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U.S.S.N. 09/658,390 
Filed: September 8, 2000 

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

It is believed that no additional fee is required with this submission. However, should a 
an additional fee be required, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional 
fees to Deposit Account No. 50-1868. 

Amendment 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

1. (Amended) A covalently [polymerized] polvmerizable , water-absorbing, 
hydrogel-forming material, 

wherein the material has both hydrophilic and hydrophobic regions and is polymerized to 
form a hvdrogel characterized as having the following properties: 

a) absorbing water to less than about 300% of its initial weight, on equilibration with 
water or bodily liquids; 

b) having a solids content of at least about 20% after equilibration in water or bodily 

liquids; 

c) having an elongation to failure of at least about 25% hydration to equilibrium; and 

d) being sufficiently biocompatible to permit the treatment or repair of biological 
tissue, or used as an implant in a patient. 

2 1 . (Amended) [A] The material of claim 1, further characterized as comprising, 
before polymerization or crosslinking, a monomer having the formula AHK, wherein: 

A is a residue of an ethylenically unsaturated acid that is linked to H by a bond selected 
from ester and amide; 
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